The family of man

A song for our times - together we can make a difference.

Words and music by Karl Dallas.

This song from ‘Come and Praise’ BBC radio for schools, was very popular in assemblies all the
years | taught and always sung with much gusto.

The second verse resonates personally as my larger family is spread around the world including
Perth and Paris! I have very gently tweaked some of the less contemporary words and replaced
them with more inclusive language; deleting ‘coolie’ and culling ‘men’! Though the ‘man’ of the
title of course refers to ‘mankind’.I love ‘The miner in the Rhondda’ / but if you wish to be more up
to date sing ‘The miner in Wyoming’ as most coal is produced there. Apparently the songwriter
sings it differently each time so | would imagine this version is an acceptable one! See discussion
at: https://www.mumsnet.com/Talk/philosophy_religion_spirituality/676786-Song-hymn-The-
Family-of-Man-1-belong-to-a
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| be -long to a fam - 'ly, the big -gest on earth; Ten thous-and ev-'ry day
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com- mg to bith OQOur npame is-nt Dav-is, or Groves, or Jones, It's the name ev -'ry
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man, keeps sow -ing The seeds of a new life ev-'ry day.


https://www.mumsnet.com/Talk/philosophy_religion_spirituality/676786-Song-hymn-The-Family-of-Man-I-belong-to-a
https://www.mumsnet.com/Talk/philosophy_religion_spirituality/676786-Song-hymn-The-Family-of-Man-I-belong-to-a

[ belong to a family, the biggest on the ¢arth;
Ten thousand gvery day arg coming to birth.
OQur namg isn't Pavis, or @roves, or Jongs,
[t's a namg gvegrgong can bg glad wg own:
Chorus:

[’s the family of man, Rggps growing,

The family of man, Regps sowing

The sgeds of a new life gvery dag.

['vg got a sister in Perth, a brother in Parge,
The wholg wideg world is mum and dad to me.
Wheregver gou 8o gou will find my Kin,
Whatgver the ereged or colour of skin:

The mingr in the Rhondda, the builder in Beijing,
Thosg across the ocgan who plough, reap and spin,
They've got a lifg and others to sharg if,

90 lgt's bridge theg ocgans and declarg it:

Now somg pegople say theg world is a terriblg placg,
But it's just as good or bad as the human racg;
Pirt and misgry or health and jog,

We can build or wg can destrog:



