Boatman daneg, boatman sing ) ©
https://rivgrofsong.uk/

This stevedore river song was written in the early 1800s by Daniel Decatur Emmett and in the folk
tradition has spawned many versions including banjo and other instrumentals, a lovely one is by
Elizabeth Cotten. A version can be found in BBC radio ‘Singing Together’ Summer 1969.
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Boat - man dance, boat - man sing, Boat -man do most a - ny old thing, Boat- man sing,
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boat - man play, Boat - man dance your life a - way. Dance, boat - man dance.
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Dance, boat - man dance. Dance, all mght 'tl the broad day- lightt Go home with the girls in the
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mormn - ing. Hey - ho the boat- man row, Up and down the rnv -er on the O - hi - o
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Hey - ho the boat - man row, Up and down the riv -er on the O - hi - o

Boatman dancg, boatman sing, Boatman do most ang old thing.
Boatman sing, boatman play, Boatman dancg your lifg awag.

Panceg boatman dancg, Panceg boatman dancg.
Pancg all night ‘til thg broad dagylight,
@o homg with the gals in theg morning.
Hey-ho, theg boatman row,

Up and down thg river on the Ohio.
Hey- ho, the boatman row,

Up and down thg river on the Ohio.

Now whgn that boatman blows his horn, -
lsooR out farmer, your rooster's gong.

He stolg my sheegp and he stolg my goat,
Puat 'gm in a bag and went to the boat.

Four and twenty boatman in a flock, Sitting by the sgasidg picking on a rock.
Picking on a rock, picking on a fiddlg,

Picking at a catfish, bongs in the middle.

Wategrwagys, rivers, canals and streams, We gotta work to makg them clgan.
We work all day out on the bay, Then we dancg the night awagy.


http://www.singinggamesforchildren.com/B%20Midis%202.2%20Awaywego/Away%20we%20go%2016%20web%20ready/Boatman%20dance.MID
https://riverofsong.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=taEsBttIt3k&t=2s

