Banks of thg swegt primrosgs o
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A classic English folk song (Roud 586) ready for the Springtime despite a mention
of mid-summer. Here it is early March and the primroses are already in bloom.
The song comes in many versions and has appeared on BBC Schools’ ‘Singing
Together’ in Spring 1958. The arrangement here is by Dany Rosevear.
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As I walk'd out one_ mid-sum -mer's morn - ing, For to view the fields _
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ses There 1 be - held a maid  most  love_ - lie fair

s | walked out ong mid-summer's morning,
For to vigw the figlds and to takg the air.
Pown by theg banks of the sweget primrosgs,
There | beheld a maid most lovelig fair.

With threg short steps | took up to her,

Not knowing me she passed me by.

[ stepped up to her, thinking to vigw her,

She appeared to be likg some virtuous bridg.

| said, "Fair maid, wherg arg gou going?
1Ind what's thg occasion of all your grigf?
['ll make you as happy as any lady

[f gou will grant to mg ong small religf."

"Stand off, stand off, you're a falseg decgiver,
Jou arg a falseg deegitful man, 'tis plain.

'Tis you that has caused my poor heart to wal
1Ind to give comfort is all in vain."

"d0 I'll go down to somg longsomg vallegy
Wherg no man on garth shall therg me find,
Where the pretty little small birds do changg their voicgs
1Ind gvery moment blows a blustgrous wind.

Comg all goung men that 8o a-courting,
Pray pay attention to what | sagy:

For there’s many's a dark and a cloudy morning PinsEslone
Turns out to beg a bright sunshiny dag.
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ses There a maid  most  love_ - lie fair

s [ walked out ong mid-summer's morning,
For to view the figlds and to take the air.
Pown by thg banks of the sweget primroses,
There | beheld a maid most lovelig fair.

Three short steps [ took up to her,

Not knowing mg as she passed by.

[ stgpped up to her, thinking to vigw her,

Shg appeared to be likg some virtuous bride.

[ said, "Fair maid, wherg arg you going?
{Ind what's thg occasion of all your grigf?
[l makeg you as happy as any lady

[f gou will grant to mg ong small religf."

"Stand off, stand off, you'reg a Jalsg dgcgiver,

1 falsg deegitful man 'tis plain.

'Tis you that has caused my poor heart to wander
Mnd to givg comfort it is all in vain."

"0 I'll o down to somg longsomg vallgy

Wherg no man on garth shall therg me find,

Where the pretty littlg small birds do changg their voices
1Ind gvery moment blows a blustgrous wind.

&0 comg all young men that 8o a-courting,

Pragy pagy attgntion to what [ say:

For therg’s many's a dark and a cloudy morning
Turns out to be a bright sunshing dag.



